 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
December 12, 2022
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 12, 2022, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Myrna Jorgensen, Chris Maiers, Mike Juhl, Sam Heimer, and Ben Walk answered roll call. Drew Sweers-V & K, Public Works Director Herb Dowse, Riley Steinberg, Jessy Willadsen-NIACOG, and Kelvin Wold were also present. There was no Zoom participates due to technical difficulties. 

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the consent agenda, which consist of minutes from November 14, 2022, payment of bills, November 2022 financial reports, and approval of liquor license renewals for Walter T. Enneberg Post #358, City Limits Liquor and Sunday Sales, Thymeless Treasures Limited CO Wine License and Food Center Liquor Licenses, on roll call vote ayes five.

Sweers reported that the public hearing for the SRF loan will be January 9th, and still working on the permit process for the trunkline. Working on next quarterly report to the EPA and improvements are being made to hopefully avoid having to go ahead with the UV project. All the pipe is in the ground for the NW Drainage project, they will be cleaning the street off the best that they can. Grading work is done on the fifth street project. Steinberg was present to voice his concerns about how the project was handled and would like his street cleaned also.
             Jessy Willadsen was present to introduce himself as the newly hired Community Development Planner for NIACOG replacing Matt O’Brien. Willadsen will take over the contract previously signed with NIACOG to update the Planning and Zoning Codes. Willadsen also shared the importance of having an updated Comprehensive plan. Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to enter a contract with NIACOG to update St. Ansgar’s Comprehensive plan and on roll call vote ayes five.

             Kelvin Wold was present to explain his plans of subdividing property he owns. Willadsen explained the process and Wold will move forward with hiring an engineer.
Police Chief Schutjer was not present and unable to attend by Zoom. 
               Public Works Director Dowse shared update on projects during the month which includes lowering the water main and removing trees for the NW Street project, 5th Street project, stump grinding, grader training, jetting lines, and getting radio heads installed.

DNR has provided us with an electronic inventory of the trees in St. Ansgar. List includes those that should be removed or cleaned up. 

Router 12 was not able to attend because of Zoom not being available.  Dowse provided written information to the council to review.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve Resolution 2022-38 Street Lighting with Alliant for 5th and Church Street, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to post for a fourth fulltime public works employee, and moving the Cemetery Sexton responsibilities to the public works department, along with advertising for seasonal mowers this spring, and on roll call vote ayes five. 

Discussed budgets and setting up workshops along with reviewing the employee manual and policy manual to make sure everything is updated.

Discussion of sewer lines will continue at next meeting.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Jorgensen to appoint Devin Schwiesow, Meg Schutjer, & Rob Meier to another five-year term on the park, Beautification, and Recreation Board and on roll call vote ayes five.

 Meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 








_________________________________









Keith Horgen, Mayor 
__________________________________
Tami Woods, City Clerk
