 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
September 12, 2022
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 12, 2022, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Myrna Jorgensen, Chris Maiers, Sam Heimer, Ben Walk, and Mike Juhl answered roll call. Drew Sweers-V & K, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Public Works Director Herb Dowse, Megan Porisch, Marilyn Edgington, John Lafferty, Sara Edgington, Bill Carlson, Katie DeMaris, Carolyn Sherman, Gayle Nelson, Katie Wold were also present along with Matt O’Brien-NIACOG along with others via Zoom. 

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the consent agenda, which consist of minutes from August 8, 2022, payment of bills, and August 2022 financial reports and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing on Proposed plans, Specifications, and form of contract and estimate of cost for the NW Area Drainage Improvement Project at 7:02. There were no written or verbal statements, Sweers explained the project. No further discuss. Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to close the public hearing, and on roll call vote ayes five. Public Hearing was closed at 7:05 p.m.
Juhl presented a motion seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2022-28 a Resolution Approving Plans, Specifications, Estimate of Cost and Form of Contract, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Sweers presented the bid tabulation on the project. Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to delay the awarding of a contract until funding is finalized, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Horgen commented that he has discussed concerns about the flags on Fourth Street with Chris Krahenbuhl from the Legion and they are looking at different options, so the flags and holders do not get hit by trucks. Also shared that there are some motor graders in the area available if the council wants to think about trading the current 1974 one that the city currently owns at some time in the future.
Sweers reported that they are still working on the design for the trunkline. EPA letter sent, repairs being made and continue to monitor test results. Working on easement for 5th Street project. Landowner has not agreed to sign the easement for the NW Drainage project at this time. The city currently has a 25ft easement for this area. Property owner has indicated that she would like to sell the Northern portion of her property. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to meet with the property owner and show visual of comparable ditches with and without the easement and on roll call vote ayes five.
               Police Chief Schutjer continues to gather information on additional police officer and will work with committee.
               Public Works Director Herb Dowse presented update which included potholes, working on lagoon aerators, replaced fire hydrant, working with DNR on how to handle contaminated material. Dowse shared information on uniforms. Heimer presented a motion seconded by Walk to contract with Cintas for uniforms with City Logo and name and will also review the reimbursement policy to adjust to items provided by uniform contract, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Mr. Christiansen’s class will be rebuilding the shelter house in the park. Carlson presented update on park renovation project and made a request for financial support from the city. Heimer presented a motion, seconded by Walk to contribute $150,000 to the park renovation project with  distribution between FY 23 and FY 24, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to allow Jon Henaman to install a culvert per city specifications on S. Pleasant Street, and on roll call vote ayes five



Matt O’Brien presented on Planning and Zoning, Board of Adjustments and need for understandable codes to work with. Also need to work on Comprehensive plan in the future. Heimer presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve agreement with NIACOG for assistance with the assembling, preparing, and publishing of the Zoning Ordinance update, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Sherman and Nelson presented and update on the plans for the addition to the START Trail. They are still working on grants and fundraising.

Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve the installation of a streetlight for the four-plexus on Union Street, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to install speed limit signs along Train Lane, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Will get bids for painting lines on Fourth Street next spring before Town and Country Days.


Wold was present to discuss her desire to be allowed to use her property at 319 W 4th Street for overnight lodging. Wold was given a copy of a memorandum from the City Attorney explaining the State and City codes the refer to this use of property in the Central Business District.
 Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.   
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