 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
April 12, 2021
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 12 2021 in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall.  Council Persons Ben Walk, Myrna Jorgensen, Chris Maiers, Michael Juhl, and Sam Heimer answered roll call.   Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Municipal Superintendent Herb Dowse, Water/Wastewater Superintendent Chris Schneider, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineers, AJ Stone & Mitch Hansen-S&H Environmental Services, Ashley DeMaris-Chamber of Commerce and others via Zoom.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the consent agenda, which consist of minutes from March 8, 2021, payment of bills, and March 2021 financial reports, and on roll call vote ayes four.


Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing for Rezoning of Lots 5, 6 & 7 except for the South 15 feet of Block 66 at 7:01 p.m. there were no written or verbal comments, no further discussion. Public Hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.  Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Ordinance 451 Rezoning Lots 5, 6 & 7 except the South 15 feet of Block 66 from Residential to Non-Taxable, and on roll call vote ayes five.  Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to waive the 2nd and 3rd readings of Ordinance 451, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Horgen shared that this is the 5th year of the CRP and that it will need to be burned by the 15th of May.  Mayor Horgen has been in contact with Fire Chief Henamen and the fire department will be burning when conditions are right. Also commented on the crabgrass issue in the cemetery that will be taken care of.

Sweers shared update on the ongoing projects.  Waiting to find out the results of the Surveys before moving on with the Trunk line project. Still working with DNR on the UV treatment of the lagoons. EPA inspection was done and it was found the Aeration system is not operating correctly.  The system is 19 years old and at the end of its expected life cycle. Sweers presented an option of replacing only the diffusers and leave the electrical alone, no guarantee that DNR would accept this option, estimated cost $700,000. Second option would be to replace the diffusers, elevate blowers, replace blowers, raising electrical and controls to get above the 100 year flood elevation, estimated cost $950,000. Part of the additional cost are due to the new 100 year flood elevation levels.  V&K recommends option 2 to meet the 100 year flood elevation level requirements and this should provide another 20 years.  Developer is working on different options for SW housing development.
               Police Chief Schutjer did not have anything to report at this time.
         
Municipal Superintendent Dowse reported that with the last snow they hauled out 62 loads of snow.  Working on cleaning up parks and trimmed trees. Keeping up on equipment maintenance.  Working on tree removal.
            Water/Wastewater Superintendent Schneider reported that the water dig on 2nd Street will be done in June or July. There was a water main break on S. Church Street.  Cleaned up trees around lagoon.  Will be flushing hydrants the last week in April.

There was no further information on the SW Housing Development or the CDBG.


There were 3 applications for the full time position and interviews will be scheduled with all 3 applicants.  Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to offer the position of summer mowing to Collin Kramer, and on roll call vote ayes Jorgensen, Heimer, Juhl, & Maiers Abstain-Walk.

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to set a fee of $50 for reserving the City Park for larger events such 

as weddings or performances and on roll call vote ayes five

Juhl presented a motion, seconded by Walk to set the week of May 10th -14th as City Wide Clean up week, and on 

roll call vote ayes five.  Dumpsters will be in the same locations as last time.
Contracts for the lift stations were provided by Quality Flow and Quality Pump.  Juhl presented a motion seconded 
by Maiers to award the contract to Quality Pump, and on roll call vote ayes Heimer, Jorgensen, Juhl, Maiers nay-Walk.
Ashley DeMaris was present to request a noise permit along with street closures for Town and Country Days June 

18th and 19th.  Schutjer shared that he discussed noise permit and has reviewed the street closure request with 4th Street from Mitchell to the Alley of the Food Center along with Mitchell Street left open. Schutjer will work with City Employees on re-routing traffic. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve the request for the noise permit and street closures, and on roll call vote ayes five.
 
There was no action taken on power coating fire hydrants
      Walk presented a motion, seconded by Jorgensen to appoint Rob Meier to the Park, Beautification & Recreation Board, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Juhl presented a motion seconded by Walk to adopt the NLC Service Line Warranty Program, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to Approve Resolution 2021-12 Setting the Public Hearing date for FY 21 Budget Amendment at the next council meeting May 10th at 7:00 PM, and on roll call vote ayes five.

The Council will look at the Alder ditch

Rock will be added to the N/S alley of Block 4 on 1st Street between George and Main.
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to have Simmering and Cory update the legislative ordinances presented along with recent ordinances that have not yet been codified, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Mayor Horgen has met with Heartland Asphalt on blacktopping and patch work around the City.  He will also get quotes from others.

Mitch Hansen and AJ Stone from S & H Environmental Services were present to discuss reducing their presence down from 4 days to 3 days per week starting in May.  They will come up with a new contract for the next council meeting.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2021-13 Setting the Date of a Public Hearing for the Annexation of property into the City Limits at the next Council Meeting May 7th at 7:00 PM, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Maiers presented the water issue on N. George Street for the next agenda.    



       Meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.        
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