 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
April 10, 2023
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 10, 2023, in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall. Council Persons Myrna Jorgensen, Ben Walk, Chris Maiers, & Sam Heimer, answered roll call. Drew Sweers-V & K, Public Works Director Herb Dowse, Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Kathy Falk-Chamber of Commerce, Craig Taylor, and Ryan Malek-Router 12(via Zoom), were also present. 
Walk presented a motion, seconded by Jorgensen to approve the consent agenda, which consist of minutes from March 6, 2023, payment of bills, March financial reports, and approval of Resolution 2023-05 approving granting approval for tax exemption under urban revitalization plan, and approval of liquor license for South Square, and on roll call vote ayes four.
Public Hearing on Proposed FY 24 Budget opened at 7:01 p.m. There were no verbal or written comments. Public hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m. Walks presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve Resolution 2023-09 Approving FY 24 Proposed Budgets for the City of St. Ansgar. and on roll call vote ayes four.
Sweers provided updates on current projects. Trunkline project is moving forward. Have had meetings with the property owners. Trees have been taken down, and the project has been sent to the DNR for a permit. May need to schedule a special meeting if get response before next regular meeting. Wastewater treatment Quarterly report has been sent to the EPA, numbers are looking good, will continue to evaluate. Popp’s are planning to be done with the NW Drainage project by the end of April. Discussed adding a concrete pad round the intake in the park that would cost around $1800 to $2000 for maintenance reasons.

Police Chief Schutjer reported that he has been working on getting information out to golf cart owners since they are allowed to be driven as of April 1st and working on other nuisance issues around town. Finished training at the school. 
 Juhl joined the meeting via ZOOM at 7:10

               Public Works Director Dowse shared work report for the month which includes 1st round of bacteria test, opened golf course, started flushing hydrates so water may be rusty, working on pot holes, cut trees for trunkline project, temporarily fixed fire hydrant that was hit, it will need replacing, working on inventory of what hydrates we have and would like to purchase new ones from Mason City. Working on rocking alleys and repaired to the dump road, continue testing to get water and wastewater certifications., white water truck is having issues. Dowse also shared information on Iowa Rural Water and services they can provide. Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to enter a service agreement with Iowa Rural Water and on roll call vote ayes five. 

Ryan Malek from Router 12 was present via Zoom. The council reviewed the revised agreement for lease of water tower space for antennas to be installed and City Locations that Router 12 will provide free service. Heimer presented a motion, seconded by Walk, to approve the revised agreement as discussed with Router 12, and on roll call vote ayes-Juhl, Jorgensen, Walk, Heimer, Nays-Maiers.

Dowse shared that there are eight trees marked for removal from the DNR list. Still looking into options for tree replacement. On public and private property.

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve going with a $10,000 deductible insurance plan, and on roll call vote ayes Jorgensen, Walk, Heimer, Maiers, Nays-Juhl

Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve Resolution 2023-10 Mitchell County Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan and on roll call vote ayes five.


Jenny Baker Mitchell County EDC Director was present to explain the request for a 15% increase to the current rate which comes to about $665 a year.

Kathy Falk co-president of the St. Ansgar Chamber of Commerce was present to request that the council consider ways that they could help support the Chamber and the events they organize. The chamber will provide a list of expenses and the council can review the activities and ways the city can help.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve Resolution 2023-11 Setting the Public Hearing Date for FY 23 Budget Amendment for May 8th at 7:00 P.M. at the regular council meeting, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Discussed street painting and will get quotes.

Discussed that a donation of a bench at the cemetery would be allowed if it were placed on a concrete base wider and longer than the bench and is able to be mowed around.


Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk approving the change in meter prices to current meter price plus 10%, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Mayor Horgen shared discussion with Kleinwort about changes to the building and footings of the building behind the legion to make it easier for trucks to back in.

St. Ansgar State Bank will have the shredding truck parked in the parking lot behind DeMaris Hardware on April 12th from 2p.m. to 4 p.m.
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
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