 ST. ANSGAR CITY COUNCIL 
May 10, 2021
Mayor Keith Horgen convened a regular meeting of the St. Ansgar City Council at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 10 2021 in the council chamber of the St. Ansgar City Hall.  Council Persons Ben Walk, Myrna Jorgensen, Chris Maiers, Michael Juhl, and Sam Heimer answered roll call.  Police Chief Lance Schutjer, Municipal Superintendent Herb Dowse, Water/Wastewater Superintendent Chris Schneider, Maintenance Superintendent Jim Johnson, Chris Diggins-NIACOG, Drew Sweers-V&K Engineers, Heidi Kuhl- Northland Securities, Gayle Nelson-CRC, Christopher Rebar-NLC Services and others via Zoom.

Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the consent agenda, which consist of minutes from April 12 & 15, 2021, payment of bills, April 2021 financial reports, and liquor license approval for South Square and C.B. Brandt’s, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing for Approving the Amendment to the FY 21 Budget at 7:01 p.m. there were no written or verbal comments, no further discussion.  Public Hearing was closed at 7:02 p.m.  Walk presented a motion, seconded by Juhl to approve Resolution 2021-14 amending FY 21 Budget and on roll call vote ayes five.

Mayor Horgen opened the Public Hearing for Annexation of 7:03 p.m. there were no written or verbal comments, no further discussion. Public Hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m.  Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Jorgensen to approve Resolution 2021-15 approving annexation into city limits, and on roll call vote ayes five.  

 Sweers shared update on the ongoing projects.  Reviewed quote from CVT for borings.  Sweers provided a schedule for the UV project with public hearing being at the July 7th meeting and construction starting around August 10.  Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve the quote of $2000 from CVT for borings, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Chris Diggins from NIACOG shared that from the results of the survey that was conducted we did meet the income qualifications and will proceed with the CDBG process with possibility of up to $500,000 with equal match from City. This grant will be used for the Trunk line project.

Heidi Kuhl from Northland Securities shared a tentative rate increase to sewer rates to cover cost of these projects.  Estimated amount that would need to be borrowed for each project is $500,000 for Trunk Line, $700,000 for UV Disinfection, & $450,000 for SW Housing Trunk Line.  Tentative Rate increases would be added to extra usage per 1000 gallons after the base usage of 1000 gallons.  All three projects $3.50 per 1000 gallons, which would be about a monthly increase of $14.00 for average household. Trunk Line and UV Disinfection $2.50 per 1000 gallons which would be about a monthly increase of $10.00 for an average household, and UV Disinfection only $1.00 increase per 1000 gallons which would be about a monthly increase of $4.00 a month for the average household.
                Police Chief Schutjer reported that he has been working on the junk vehicles and yards that need cleaning up along with monitoring the natural materials dump site.  There has been some trash dumped down there and one individual has been fined.  Will continue to fine individuals dumping trash in this area.  House on Main to be taken down is waiting on excavators.
         
Municipal Superintendent Dowse reported that the CRP has been burned off.  Has been assisting water testing. Trimming trees. Mowed.
            Water/Wastewater Superintendent Schneider reported that the lift stations in Bell Court and Industrial Park have been cleaned out.  Quality Flow fixed wire and reran floats.  Flushed hydrants and found one hydrant that needs to be replaced. Borrowing a manhole lid on 8th Street from Osage until we get a replacement. Working on well #2.  
            Maintenance Superintendent Johnson reported that the mowers are ready to go and has been helping with potholes and tree trimming.  Also had some water sampling training.

Christopher Rebar from NLC Service Line Warranty shared information about the program. This would be a voluntary program for homeowners to purchase this service to cover homeowner costs of water and sewer issues. The City will provide a logo and signature for marketing, otherwise all arrangements will be between NLC and the homeowner without City involvement.  There are two different agreements to choose from Royalty and Non-Royalty.  With the Royalty agreement the City would receive a royalty of 50 cents per month per paid warranty contract. The Non-Royalty the savings will be passed onto the participating homeowners.  Heimer presented a motion, seconded by Walk to go with the Non-Royalty agreement, and on roll call vote ayes five

Heimer presented a motion seconded by Jorgensen to approve the contract presented by S&H Environmental Services for Water/Wastewater Services, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve Resolution 2021-16 for budgetary transfer of funds, and on roll call vote ayes five.
Maiers presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the DOT agreement for maintenance, and on roll call vote ayes five.


Gayle Nelson was present to request the closure of the south lane of 4th street from Main Street to Paradise for the Main to Main Marathon on August 21st.  Jorgensen presented a motion, seconded by Walk to approve the closure of the south lane of 4th street for the Main to Main event.

     Walk presented a motion, seconded by Maiers to approve proceeding with a TIF rebate agreement process for Wold’s offering a rebate of 100% for the first 5 years and 60% rebate and next 5 years and on roll call vote ayes five.

     Walk presented a motion, seconded by Heimer to approve resolution 2021-17 setting a public hearing for rezoning of annexed property for June14th at 7:00PM, and on roll call vote ayes five.

Juhl would like to discuss options for future LMI set aside funds projects.    

       Meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m.        
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